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Vowel Sounds - Monophthongs
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Monophthongs - High

1 I U U:




Monophthongs - High

The jaw is fairly closed
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Vowel Sounds - Low




Monophthongs - Low

The jaw is open
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Monophthongs - Mid




Monophthongs - Mid

The jaw is neutral
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Monophthongs - Front

e
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Monophthongs - Front

The front part of the tongue is positioned forward
iIn the mouth

The front part of the tongue is raised towards the hard
palate

The lips are spread out
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Monophthongs - Back

U.

J.




Monophthongs - Back

The back part of the tongue is positioned towards
the back of the mouth

The back part of the tongue is raised towards the soft
palate

The lips are rounded
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Monophthongs - Central
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Monophthongs — Central

The central part of the tongue is positioned
centrally in the mouth

The central part of the tongue is raised towards the
area along the hard and soft palate

The lips are neutral but..

quite spread in /1/

quite rounded in /u/
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Vowel Sounds - Diphthongs

Io €I

Uo OI ©9U

€o dlI JdU




Diphthongs — Centring (to /a/)

Io

U9

€9




Diphthongs — Centring (to /a/)

The vowel sound 'glides’ (i.e. moves) from one
sound: /1/, lul, or /el to the central vowel /a/

This movement occurs within a single syllable
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Diphthongs — Gliding to /1/

Cl

Il

dl




Diphthongs — Gliding to /1/

The vowel sound 'glides’ (i.e. moves) from one
sound: /e/, [o/, or /al to the central vowel /1/

This movement occurs within a single syllable

The vowel /al is a low, central vowel. It does not
exist as a single vowel in English

The pronunciation of /a/ is somewhere
between /A and /a:/
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Diphthongs — Gliding to /u/

QU

dU




Diphthongs — Gliding to /u/

The vowel sound 'glides’ (i.e. moves) from one
sound: /a/, or /al to the central vowel /u/

This movement occurs within a single syllable
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